Pica-associated cerebral edema in an adult.
Acute cerebral edema due to lead intoxication is an unusual presentation in an adult. Here we describe an adult with pica presenting with severe encephalopathy due to extremely high lead levels (>200 microg/dl) with marked cerebral edema and mild hyperammonemia. Rapid initiation of chelation therapy led to a reduction in serum lead and ammonia levels and a resolution of the cerebral edema and encephalopathy, suggesting a close relationship between lead toxicity and hepatic dysfunction.